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From the Heart....

[ begin by wishing you the very best for the New Year. Hard to believe 2012 is now upon us,
but I am truly expecting great things as the Lord continues to bless us as a church family. Please
join me in praying daily for the church. Pray for your deacons as they seek to serve you in this
capacity. I genuinely appreciate these men as I talk with them and pray with them about the
future of Ephesus Baptist Church. Pray fervently for our Sunday School teachers and youth
leaders. Lift up Judy and the choir as they seek to bring us into God's presence as we worship
each Sunday. Pray for one another as we seek to be the church scattered every day, leading peo-
ple into a closer walk with the Living Lord Jesus Christ. Pray EXPECTING to experience God
in the days ahead.

Linda and I want to thank you for the prayerful support you have given us over the past few
months. It has been my joy to serve as transition pastor and work with the leadership of the
church. T especially want to thank you for the cards, kind expressions, and gifts over the holi-
days. They were a real blessing and we are truly appreciative. Thank you very much!

Over the next several weeks there will be a few changes. [ will continue to lead Bible studies on
Wednesday nights and will also continue to work with the deacons, search committee, and
other leadership. However, there will be more Sundays that [ will not be able to fill the pul-
pit. I will be in conversation with the search committee and the deacons about how I can con-
tinue to help during the transition while bringing in others to assist with the preaching minis-
try. Pray that God will open wide the door and prepare the man He has in store for our church
in the years ahead as pastor.

Again, Linda and [ wish you the very best for the New Year. [ encourage you to make but one
resolution - "seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.' From that, trust God to
supply all that you need and keep going forward in obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ!

God Bless!

Dougald




“Yet those who wait
for the LORD will
gain new strength;
they will mount up

with wings like

eagles, they will run
and not get tired,
they will walk and

not become weary”

Isaiah 40:31

D-NOW YOUTH EVENT—FEBRUARY 17th & 18th

D-Now weekend is like a youth retreat that you do at home. First of all, you will need families from your
church who will allow some of your youth to spend the night at their homes on Friday night. Youth should
be divided according to age and sex. If your group is small, you may need to have all of your gitls at one
house and the boys at another house. If your group is large, you may have your youth divided into 4 groups
- such as junior high boys, junior high girls, senior high boys and senior high girls. Depending on the size of
your group, you can even divide your youth into more than 4 groups. The main idea is to keep the groups
fairly small and don’t have boys and girls in the same house! The host families are responsible for giving the
youth and adult leaders a place for Bible study and a place to spend the night on Friday night - even if it is a
spot on the floor. The hosts are also asked to provide light refreshments for the youth and possibly breakfast
on Saturday morning. You can adjust that anyway you want. Each small group of youth should have at least
one adult Bible Study leader (same sex) who spends the night with them. They are the ones who are ulti-
mately responsible for the youth at the host homes. On Saturday, the youth will work on a local mission
project. Please be in prayer as a church family in how God will allow you to serve during this event. More

details to come soon.

CHILI COOKOFF — SATURDAY JANUARY 28TH

It’s that time again for our annual Chili Cookoff on Saturday

January 28th. Be sure to dust off and make your own chili

recipe! Awards will be given for the best and hottest chili.
Please have your chili entrees in the fellowship hall kitchen at 5:30pm ready for
judging. Please also bring board games, desserts, cornbread, and of course, plenty

of brownies! All are invited to come!

BILLY GRAHAM MUSEUM DAYTRIP — SATURDAY FEBRUARY 18

There is still time to sign up to go visit the Billy Graham Library and Museum in
Charlotte on Saturday February 18th. There are a few seats left on the bus so
don’t miss this opportunity! We will be leaving the church at 7am and will stop
for breakfast at Bojangles in Zebulon on the way. After the museum, we will
hopefully make a stop at IKEA and eat dinner at Concord Mills. We should be
back to the church around 9pm or 10pm. The sign up sheet is located in the ves-

tibule. Please let Patrick Snipes know if there are any questions.




FROM THE PRAYER COMMITTEE
Baptist Churches Called To Prayer in January 2012

The month of January 2012 has been designated as a time for Southern Baptist to "seek the face of God through
prayer." The North American Mission Board (NAMB) is asking each of us to answer the call by praying for a spiritual
awakening for your family and friends, you church, your nation, and your world. We invite you to join the TRBA staff
for this season of prayer. Leading your church to "answer the call" and join in with thousands of others across the
South-ern Baptist Convention will impact your community, your nation, and the world! Southern Baptists UNITED
in prayer, praying TOGETHER for a spiritual awakening/revival in the land - just imagine the potential for revival in
the church. Church historians state there has been a "spiritual drift" in North America for the past 150+ years. We
need re-vival and it can come as we pray together in our churches! Here is a video link that can be used to accentuate
the emphasis on prayer in your church - http://www.namb.net/sbecalltoprayer/.

On the NAMB website are additional helps as well.

Select a friend or family member and pray that they would come to faith in Christ.

Pray for a receptive heart to the Gospel

Ask God to provide divine opportunities to tell that friend or family member about your own personal experience of
coming to faith in Christ and how God is working in your life today.

Pray for that friend or family member to respond to the gospel.

Select a church staff member, volunteer or ministry, and pray for them in their efforts to penetrate lostness.

Ask God to give a spirit of willingness to diligently plan and carry out His vision.

Pray for leaders in your church to be filled with the compassion of Jesus so they can teach about the Savior who offers
grace, peace, and direction in a chaotic world.

Pray for God to give your church a passion for making Christ's name known in your community and among the na-
tions.

Select a North American city and pray for the church planting efforts in that area.

Pray for a spiritual awakening in that city.

Ask God to give the partnership coalition a spirit of unity and for discernment on where to plant new churches in the
city.

Pray for God to raise up individual church planters in that city.

Select an unreached people group and pray that the gospel would be advanced among these people.

Ask God to send workers who will be accepted among these people groups.

Pray that God would gather new believers into churches and that they would multiply rapidly.

Pray for the discipleship of new believers and that they would carry the gospel to their people.

Select a national, state, or local leader and pray for guidance in leading Southern Baptist as a Convention.

Pray for wisdom and discernment of God's will for their lives and ministries.

Pray for God's provision and protection.

Pray for God's anointing of the Holy Spirit, empowering them to minister to those held captive by sin.


http://www.namb.net/sbccalltoprayer/
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“Therefore, if anyone
is in Christ, he is a
new creation; old

things have passed
away; behold, all

things have become

new.

2 Corinthians 5:17

JANUARY BAPTIST MEN EVENTS

Baptist Men's Day will be observed at Ephesus on Sunday, January 22, 2012. The
day will begin at 8:15 a.m. with breakfast served to all men and male youths in
the fellowship hall. This is a wonderful opportunity to invite new friends and

family. The men will also fill the choir loft during morning worship.

Men's Bible Study will start again on Sunday, January 29, 2012, at 8:00 a.m. in
the fellowship hall. This is a new study on David. Coffee will be served.

If you would like more information, please contact Rex Denton.

JANUARY WMU EVENTS

January 11 2012 is National Human Trafficking Awareness Day. At the Acteens
blume last summer the theme was "The Power of a Girl to Change the
World". In January our Acteens, to follow up, will plan a Power Project to raise
awareness of this tragic world-wide problem. Be watching for more details, and

please plan to support their efforts.

Monday January 16th — Monthly WMU Meeting at 7pm




WEDNESDAY NIGHT OPPORTUNITIES

Attention parents!

Mission groups are available for your children every 2nd and 4th Wednesday nights at 7 pm. Fun

learning activities help them know Jesus loves them and all the children of the world.
Rhonda Faulkner leads MISSION FRIENDS for nursery through Kindergarten.
Sue Staton leads CHILDREN IN ACTION for elementary school age children.

On the 1Ist, 3rd, and some 5th Wednesday nights, DJC’S (Disciples of Jesus Christ) practices in the
choir room from 7PM to 8PM. They are looking for more elementary school age children to at-
tend! Contact Jenny Alford at (252) 478-4284 for more information.

FAITH CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

In support of Faith Christian Ministries, Ephesus supplies volunteers to help in

the stores in Spring Hope on various Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays.

Wallace Edwards is compiling a new list of volunteers. Even if you have signed up

in the past, please put your name on one of the sign-up sheets on the bulletin

boards if you are willing to help.

For more details, call Wallace Edwards at (252) 478-3031.

Announcements

If you would like to schedule an
event for the fellowship hall/
church, you may view the calendar

at www.my.calendars.net

ephesuschurch to be sure there is
no conflict and call Kay Bolt at
4788110 to have your event put

on the calendar.

Announcements and prayer re-
quests are sent out throughout
each week via email. If you would
like to receive announcements
and prayer requests via e-mail and
are currently not receiving the
emails, please contact Debbie

Phillips at :

debcakes@yahoo.com



http://www.my.calendars.net/ephesuschurch
http://www.my.calendars.net/ephesuschurch

1-16-10

1-18-02

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Kim Bissette

Aiden and Christian Barnes
Melinda Tant

Michael Strickland

Matthew Bass

Rebecca Arnold

Teresa Barnes

Allison Glover and Summer Cooper
Jenni Earp

Bonita Barlow, Heather Coffey and Patricia Slone
Tracey Harper

Student Pastor Dan Crumley
Harold Wall

Ricky Wood and Mike Ramsey
Tracey Greene and Victor Lamm
Josephine Lamm

Sharon Druppel

Pam Peele

Doug Green

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

Chris and Jennifer Jenkins

Davey & Teri Armstrong
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School
11lam — Worship
5pm — Youth

Tpm

7PM -~ Adult/Youth
Bible Study & Chil-

dren Activities

Sun Mon Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
HAPPY NEW
YEAR! 6PM—Fellowship Meal
7PM ~ Business Meet-
10am — Sunday ing
School 8pm — Choir Practice
11am — Worship
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
10am — Sunday 6PM—Choir Practice
7PM ~ Adult/Youth
School Bible Study & Chil
1lam — WOI'Ship dren Activities
5pm — Youth
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
10am — Sunday WMU 6PM—Choir Practice

22

Baptist Men’s Day
8:15am — Men'’s Break-
fast

10am — Sunday School
11lam — Worship

5pm — Youth

23

24

25

6PM—Choir Practice
7PM -~ Adult/Youth
Bible Study & Chil-

dren Activities

26

Deacon’s Meeting

Tpm

27

28

Annual Chili
Cookoff
5:30PM

29

8am — Men'’s Bible
Study

10am — Sunday
School

11am — Worship

30

31




EPHESUS BAPTIST CHURCH

MAILING ADDRESS:
P.O. Box 489
Spring Hope, NC 27882

PHYSICAL ADDRESS:
7300 W Old Spring Hope Road

(corner of Hwy 581 & Old Spring Hope, below US 64)

Spring Hope, NC 27682
Church Office: (252) 4783652

Newsletter Director:
Patrick Snipes
Cell: (919) 741-8969
prsnipes@embargmail.com

The deadline to have information to be added to the February 2012 Newsletter is Sunday January 22nd.

-

isit our Facebook page and “like” us or
www.ephesusbaptistchurch.net

OUR WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
SUNDAYS: WEDNESDAYS:
] 0 A M a‘ Sll n d ay On the first Wednesday of each

11AM 3 Worship

School

month, we have a covered dish
meal at 6PM. Our monthly
business meeting, along with
youth bible

be at 7pm following the meal.

st

' hoi i ill .
S ervice Choir Practice will be at 8pm
REGULAR WEDNESDAYS:
5PM a Iblltb 6PM 0 Choir Practice
Funday 7PM 8 Adult/Youth Bible

Study, along with various activi-
ties for the children.

e

Wedd | ove
us! If you are looking fc
church home, a place
where you will beiwel-
comed with opened arr
and hearts, then Ephesi
the place for you. You n
come as a guest, |but y
will leave as part |of the
family.

u




